Final Draft Novella Rubric
Student Name_________________________________​​​​____________ Points earned_____​​​​​___________
Points earned

SETTING
0  1  2  3  4 
1.  Does author ALWAYS tell WHERE and WHEN the story takes place?

0  1  2  3  4 
2.  Does author use sensory detail, so reader feels like he/she is actually there?
CHARACTERS

0  1  2  3  4 
3.  Does author include details about actions, behaviors, feelings, and appearance of characters?

0  1  2  3  4 
4.  Does author include dialogue in the story? 
0  1  2  3  4 
5.  Does the dialog suit the character? Correct style-word choice, sentence structure, etc?

CONFLICT/PROBLEM

0  1  2  3  4 
5.  Does story have problems/conflicts?

0  1  2  3  4 
6.  Does the story explain how the character(s) tried to solve the problems/conflicts?

PLOT/EVENTS/ORGANIZATION
0  1  2  3  4 
7.  Is there a definite beginning, middle, and end to the story? Does it make sense?
0  1  2  3  4 
8.  Is the plot interesting? Again, does it make sense?
0  1  2  3  4
9.  Are the events organized logically (time sequence), so the message and storyline are 

clear/easy to follow? Again, does the story make sense?
0  1  2  3  4           10. Were all the loose ends explained/answered? Finally, does it make sense?
0  1  2  3  4
11. Does author provide smooth transition and build between events?

STYLE—MOOD/TONE/VOICE
0  1  2  3  4           12. Does author change the mood appropriately for different situations in story? 
STYLE--WORD CHOICE
0  1  2  3  4           13. Does the author use words in dialog/description that really represent the characters? 

0  1  2  3  4
14. Did the author use words that are strong (descriptive, varied)
STYLE--SENTENCE STUCTURE
0  1  2  3  4           15. Do sentences begin in different ways (some begin with clauses, phrases, one word)?
0  1  2  3  4
16. Are some sentences long and some short (complex, compound, simple, etc)?


0  1  2  3  4
17.  Does the writing flow from sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph, etc?
0  1  2  3  4
18. Has the author written without run-ons?
0  1  2  3  4
19. Has the author written without fragments?


WRITING CONVENTIONS
0  1  2  3  4
20. Are paragraphing, capitals, and ending punctuation used properly?
0  1  2  3  4
21. Is spelling correct?


0  1  2  3  4
22. Are commas used correctly?




CONTRIBUTION 

0  1  2  3  4
23. Has author been a team player?

0  1  2  3  4
24. Has author contributed his/her fair share of the writing?
0  1  2  3  4
25. Has author done a fair share of the editing?
